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SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: BOAT CASES: M.V. AVA 
REE: (A) HONG KONG 8629 NOTAL (B) STATE 171439 

1 . WE ARE NOT PUSHING THE HKG ON THIS BUT WE DO EXPECT 
THAT A DECISION WILL BE MADE TODAY OR WITHING THE NEXT 
TWO OR THREE DAYS ON THE POLAD'S PROPOSAL TO THE HKG 
THAT A MEANS BE EOUND TO PERMIT THE REEUGEES ABOARD 

THE M.V. AVA TO COME ASHORE SO THAT UNHCR, OTHER CONSULATES, 
AND OURSELVES WILL BE ABLE TO PROCESS THE REEUGEES FOR 
RESETTLEMENT (REF A). WHEN THE DECISION IS MADE WE WISH 
TO BE ABLE TO MOVE QUICKLY TO COMPLETE THE PROCESSING OF 
THE PERSONS ELIGIBLE UNDER THE EPP. IT IS OBVIOUSLY IM- 
PORTANT TO THE DISPOSTION OF FUTURE CASES OE THIS SORT TO 
HAVE SOME RAPID POSITIVE ACTION IF THE HKG EINALLY GIVES IN. 
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BOARDED THE AVA AT THE DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS (REE B) 

TO INTERVIEW THE REFUGEES TO DETERMINE IF ANY APPEARED 
ELIGIBLE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE EPP PROGRAM. ALTHOUGH NO 
COMMITMENT WAS MADE TO HKG AT THAT TIME OR SINCE, WE FEEL THAT 
THE EARLY MOVEMENT OF THOSE ELIGIBLE UNDER THE EPP WOULD 
HELP THE HKG AND THE UNHCR APPROACH OTHER COUNTRIES TO 
TAKE SOME OF THE REMAINDER. FOR THIS WE AGAIN URGE THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT SEEK TO ENSURE THE MOST RAPID HANDLING OF THESE 
CASES. AT LEAST WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW DEPTS. ESTIMATE 
OF HOW SOON WE EXPECT CLEARANCES ETC. 

3. THE POST ASSUMES THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING FINALIZED 
WITH ICEM TO PERMIT THEM TO ARRANGE REFUGEE TRAVEL EITHER 
BY ICEM PAYMENT OR PROMISSARY NOTE. 
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